
SECC Climate Vision

• Facilitate the effective use of climate information
and forecasts in areas of agriculture, forestry, and
water resource management in the Southeast
United States.



SECC Climate Goals

• Better understand and predict climate
variability, including extremes, extreme
events, and uncertainties, in the Southeast.

• Develop products and services which most
effectively communicate pertinent climate
information to the end user.



SECC Climate Program Structure

Table 1. Climate Activities

xxxxClimate Research
?xxx?Climate Extension Specialist

xxxAgriculture or other Weather
Network

xxxARSCO State Climate Office

UAHUMUGA UFFSUAU
Climate Activity



More Lessons Learned
• Traditional climate variables not always

meaninful

• Return rate low

• Repeat exposure aids understanding

• Users unable to make quick conclusions

• Information needs to be interpreted

• No real entry or starting point



Climate Outlooks

• Quarterly, focus on next 3-6
months

• Simple language

• “No forecast” does not mean “no
information”

• Highlights seasonal issues or
threats

• No more that 2 pages



Moral of the Story
• Summaries or interpretations versus

detailed information

• Involvement of customers critical

• Information grows stale quickly, moving
to monthly climate outlooks



ANY QUESTIONS?


